PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

The Council agreed on this, and in order not to lose
time decided to hold conversations with the Consuls of
France and Great Britain to deal with the question of
evacuation.

So that this decision of the Council's should be carried
out, both Consuls were urgently summoned. Sefior
Besteiro and I had an interview with the French Consul,
at which we told him that we would like to know the
opinion of his Government as to what facilities it could
give for allowing expatriated Spaniards into its territory.
He told us that his Government wished to exercise the
greatest restriction, and only to allow a selected number
of people to enter. We tried to make him see the serious-
ness of our problem, which was how we might avoid
leaving men who would be considered responsible at the
mercy of the Nationalists, stating that we thought it
necessary that France should agree that all who wished
to leave the country should at least be allowed a minimum
stay of thirty days.

The Consul in question, who during the whole conversa-
tion spoke with pointed coldness and indifference, told us
that his Government would probably not put difficulties
in the way of expatriated Spaniards remaining there in
transit so long as these had visas for definite points of
destination, but he thought it would be best, in order to
give a definite answer, for him to go to Paris, and he would
be able to carry out this consultation personally in the
space of three days.

We expressed our agreement and asked him to make the
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